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DOE Weekly Field Memo – September 8, 2010 
 

From the Vermont Department of Education: 
 31-State Consortium Awarded RTTT Assessment Grant 
 E-Signature Consent Form 
 Join the Vermont Social Studies Educator Network 
 FY-2011 Special Education Expenditure Report Forms and Instructions and Technical 

Guide for Special Education Cost Documentation (August 2010)  
 Title III (English Language Acquisition) Grant Applications for 2010-2011 
 NECAP Coordinator Workshop 
 Reminder: FY 2010-2011 BEST/Act 230 Grant Application – September 15, 2010 Deadline 

 
From the Department of Public Safety, Division of Fire Safety: 

 Annual State of Vermont Fire Safety Poster Contest and Calendar Program 
 
From the Department of Health: 

 Pertussis (Whooping Cough) Advisory 
 

 

31-State Consortium Awarded RTTT Assessment Grant 
Audience: All 
The 31-state SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium, was awarded a four-year $160 million Race 
to the Top assessment grant last week by the U.S. Department of Education to develop a student 
assessment system aligned to a common core of academic standards. Vermont is one of the governing 
states participating. To view the complete release and a link to the SBAC Web site, visit 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_curriculum.html#sbac_pr. 
Contact: Gail Taylor, Director of Research, Standards and Assessment, at (802) 828-5158 or 
gail.taylor@state.vt.us 
 

E-Signature Consent Form 
Audience: Business Managers and Superintendents 
On August 24

th
, a letter and consent form was sent to all business managers to enable each of you to 

submit your Grantium G3 Quarterly Financial Reports electronically. This is a reminder that there are still 
several business managers who have not completed their e-signature consent forms. Your e-signature 
consent forms must be completed and returned to us before September 15

th
. 

Contact: Susan Rounds at (802) 828-1112 or susan.rounds@state.vt.us 
 
Join the Vermont Social Studies Educator Network 
Audience: Social Studies Educators 
Social studies educators around Vermont are urged to join this interactive social and professional 
network, which will officially take the place of department and VASS listserv announcements in October. 
This network is a way to promote collaboration and dialogue among teachers of all content areas and 
grade levels in social studies. Need resources? Have a question about your social studies curriculum? 
Wondering about professional development? Visit 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_curriculum/history.html#ning for more information and a link 
to the network (http://vermontsocialstudies.ning.com/); click on “Sign In” in the upper right hand corner. 
Contact: Sigrid Lumbra at (802) 828-0200 or sigrid.lumbra@state.vt.us 
 
FY-2011 Special Education Expenditure Report Forms, Instructions and Technical Guide for 
Special Education Cost Documentation (August 2010)  
Audience: Superintendents, Special Education Administrators, Business Managers, Principals 
The FY-2011 Special Education Expenditure Report forms and instructions are now available at 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_finance_sped.html#technical_11. The only changes made to 
the Special Education Expenditure Report forms for FY-2011 are on Worksheet A. The changes made in 
the Technical Guide were sent out in early August and that memo is also available on the Web page.  
Contact: Worksheet A questions to Donna Trucksess at (802) 828-5931 or donna.trucksess@state.vt.us;  
Staff documentation questions to Lynne Carpenter at (802) 828-0561 or lynne.carpenter@state.vt.us 
or Erica Foley-Swinson at (802) 828-0569 or erica.foley-swinson@state.vt.us 
Other questions to Margaret Schelley at (802) 828-5119 or margaret.schelley@state.vt.us  
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Title III (English Language Acquisition) Grant Applications for 2010-2011 
Audience: Audience: Superintendents, Principals, ELL, Title I & Curriculum Coordinators, 
Teachers 
Title III of the No Child Left Behind Act authorizes states to make sub-grants to local educational agencies 
(LEAs) for the purposes of: 1) developing high-quality language instructional programs in teaching limited 
English proficiency (LEP) students and serving immigrant children and youth and 2) providing 
professional development for educators working with students and families. Eligibility: An LEA or 
Consortium must have enough LEP students (English Language Learners or ELLs) to qualify for at least 
a $10,000 subgrant. Title III grant notification and application resource materials were sent to all ELL 
Coordinators in the state, and can be accessed at http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_esl/ 
grant_application_resources.html. The deadline for notifying the department of intent to apply for a 
subgrant is Friday, September 17, 2010. The deadline for submitting the Title III grant application is 
Friday, October 8, 2010. 
Contact: Jim McCobb, Title III State Director, at (802) 828-0185 or james.mccobb@state.vt.us 
 

NECAP Coordinator Workshop 
Audience: New Principals, NECAP Test Coordinators, Test Administrators 
The department invites you to attend a NECAP WebEx seminar on Monday, September 13 at 9:00 a.m. 
This seminar has been designed for new principals and test coordinators who may not be familiar with the 
New England Common Assessment Program (NECAP). Visit 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/calendar.html#webex for more information and a link to 
register.  
Contact: Mary Ann Minardo at (802) 828-5410 or maryann.minardo@state.vt.us 
 

Reminder: FY 2010-2011 BEST/Act 230 Grant Application – September 15, 2010 Deadline 
Superintendents, Special Education Directors, Principals, Curriculum Coordinators 
Act 230 (reauthorized as Act 157) requires that every local school district have an educational support 
system for children who require additional assistance in order to succeed in the general education 
environment. Based on the continued successes of the Vermont Positive Behavior Interventions and 
Supports (VTPBiS) effort, the commissioner has designated VTPBiS as the priority area for use of these 
funds. All BEST/Act 230 grant applications must be submitted by the supervisory union/school district as 
one application for schools within the union/district and sent electronically with an electronic signature or 
an e-mail directly from the superintendent of schools. NOTE: Applications must be submitted and 
approved before funds are expended. Applications may be submitted immediately but no later than 
September 15, 2010. Visit http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_ess.html#best_app.  
Contact: Sabine Baldwin at (802) 828-0183 or sabine.baldwin@state.vt.us  
 

From the Department of Public Safety, Division of Fire Safety: 
 

Annual State of Vermont Fire Safety Poster Contest and Calendar Program 
Audience: Art Teachers, Principals of Third Grade Students 
Have kids in your school take home important fire safety messages this year by participating in the 20th 
Annual Vermont Fire Safety Calendar Program organized by the Vermont Department of Public Safety, 
Division of Fire Safety. The calendars bring fire safety messages to families of elementary school children 
every day, to thousands of homes across the state. 
Fire Prevention Week is October 3 through October 9, 2010, but schools and homeschoolers can work on 
the posters before or after fire prevention week, depending on your school’s schedule. The finished 
posters must be dropped off at one of the Division’s regional offices by October 22, 2010, or if you are 
sending them directly to the main office in Berlin they must be received by October 29, 2010. The poster 
contest is open to all third grade students. 
For additional information on the Vermont Fire Safety Calendar Program, or to get involved as a 
supporting sponsor of the program, contact the Division of Fire Safety, Berlin office, Robert Howe, Deputy 
Director at 1-800-640-2106. or rhowe@dps.state.vt.us  
 

From the Department of Health: 
 

Pertussis (Whooping Cough) Advisory 
Audience: School Nurses and School Administrators  
During the last two weeks in August, four laboratory confirmed cases of pertussis have been reported to 
the Vermont Department of Health. All cases are in school-aged children – three from Chittenden County 
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and one from Washington County. None of these children attended school while they were infectious. The 
Health Department has also received an increased number of reports of clinical pertussis in individuals 
who were not tested. Elementary school nurses should maintain an updated list of students entering 
Kindergarten and students newly enrolled in grades K through 6 who have not received five doses of 
DtaP, either because of provisional admittance or an exemption. Middle and high school nurses should 
maintain an updated list of students entering seventh grade, or newly enrolled students who have not 
received one dose of Tdap. 
 
Health Department Immunization Registry: http://healthvermont.gov/hc/IMR/index.aspx 
Report suspected cases of pertussis to the Vermont Department of Health at (802) 863-7240 or 1-800-
640-4374 (in-state) to allow for timely public health interventions. 
 
______________________________________________ 
 
Weekly Field Memo is Online! 
The DOE Weekly Field Memo is archived on the Department of Education Web site at 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/field_memo.html. Field Memos and the corresponding 
attachments are available for download. For Field Memo information three months or older, or for other 
questions, please contact Jill Remick, communications director, at (802) 828-3154 or 
jill.remick@state.vt.us.  
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
For the Department of Education Web site see: http://education.vermont.gov/. For upcoming events or 
professional development opportunities, see the DOE Calendar of Events located at: 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/calendar.html. 
 
Main Department Line: (802) 828-3135 
 
NOTE: For comments or questions specific to the messages above, please contact the person listed. DO 
NOT reply to this message.  
 
This Field Memo is posted weekly by the Department of Education to better organize our e-
communications to the field. There may be times when separate messages from the department will still 
be sent. 
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